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Advantages to 8-Week Schedule
Goal: Increase retention and completion

• Greater immersion in course material
• Increased student focus when taking fewer courses at one time
• Faster completion of prerequisite requirements
• Easier to recover when outside factors impact schooling
• Better able to manage taking more credits
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16-Week Semester
(There will be a one week break 

between blocks.)

8-Week Block A 8-Week Block B



Sample student schedule (16 credits)
Fall A Fall B

MTWR 10:15-11:30 CAPP 131 MS Office 
(3 credits)

MTWR 10:15-11:30 COMX 115 
Interpersonal 
Communication (3 
credits)

F 10:15 – 11:55 COLS 101 
Becoming a 
Successful Student 
(1 credit)

MTWR 11:45 -1:00 PHL 110 
Introduction to 
Ethics (3 credits)

MTWR 1:15-2:30 WRIT 101 College 
Writing (3 credits)

MWF 1:00 - 2:40 M 121 College 
Algebra (3 credits)





Faculty Experience
• Advantages

– Faster completion of developmental coursework
– Ability to receive extra assistance from Adult Education while still 

completing college level coursework
– Option to complete courses in same subject area in same semester to 

meet program requirement more quickly
– Additional support, such as embedded tutoring

• Challenges
– Co-requisite courses will need to be redesigned, as well as redesign of 

developmental math sequence
– Student “burnout” towards end of second 8-week
– Changes to finals, since there will no longer be a finals week
– Reading intensive courses will need to be redesigned



Student Perspective
• Advantages

– Opens up schedule to allow students to work
– Easier to adjust to outside influences that 

impact academic success
• Disadvantages

– Concerns about accelerated nature of some 
courses, especially in healthcare programs and 
science courses



Questions?
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